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‘STOP THE PLAGUE OF TOOL THEFT ACROSS THE UK’ Westminster 
Rally 

 
Press Info – 03rd February 2025 
 
 
Trades United to Rally in London Against Tool The4 Epidemic 
 
Trades United is once again organising a van rally in Westminster (Parliament Square) to 
bring aBenCon to the widespread issue of tool theG and the resale of stolen goods. StarCng 
from Brent Cross, tradespeople from across the UK will converge in London to demand 
stricter enforcement of exisCng laws for theG - in parCcular tool theG. 
 
03/02/2025 TRAILER 
 
Tradesmen and women will capCvate London with a second van rally, urging the 
government to address the inadequate enforcement of laws that jeopardise thousands of 
livelihoods across the UK. The event is set for Monday 3rd February 2025, beginning at 11:00 
AM, arriving to Parliament Square at 11:45-12:00 where tradespeople and their supporters 
will mobilise to Westminster to sound the alarm on the escalaCng tool theG and van break-
in crisis. 
 
In Westminster, the trades will gather for a "go slow" convoy demonstraCon, driving around 
the area for 2 hours as they did before on 03rd June 2024. The goal is to highlight the need 
for stringent measures to deter thieves and the sale of stolen tools. Due to the Cming of the 
last rally no response was received from the government, however it has gained a lot of 
tracCon within the industry and more and more people are now in support of the cause.  
 
The last rally on the 3rd June 2024, not only drew aBenCon to the growing issues it also 
allowed for Trades United and Shoaib Awan to form relaConships with companies such as 
Selecta DNA and the Metropolitan police all of whom have since been working together to 
tackle the issue with mass tool marking events which will help the police in returning any 
stolen items to the righ_ul owner and contribute to convicCng the offenders.  
 
Shoaib Awan also launched a peCCon (#659019) in April 2024 for the Government at the 
Cme to address this issue with campaign group Trades United, with the announcement of 
dissoluCon of Parliament (30th May 2024) this was automaCcally closed. The peCCon 
reached over 46,000 signatures. However, he sCll urges everyone to support the cause in a 
bid to get their voices heard and issues addressed by MP's and their parCes. 
 
hBps://peCCon.parliament.uk/peCCons/659019 
 
Now it is Cme for the Government to step up and address this issue and increase funding to 
organisaCons such as Metropolitan Police and other forces across the country and enforce 



 
 

exisCng laws with stricter punishment for those caught stealing tools or re-selling the stolen 
goods. 
The TheG Act 1986, which addresses the handling of stolen goods, is currently 
underenforced. The Act sCpulates: 
 

1. A person handles stolen goods if, knowing or believing them to be stolen, they 
dishonestly receive, retain, remove, dispose of, or assist in the realisaCon of the 
goods for another's benefit. 

2. A person found guilty of handling stolen goods can face up to fourteen years 
imprisonment upon convicCon. 
 

Despite these provisions, enforcement is lacking, due to insufficient police funding from the 
Government and their inability to staff the police forces adequately. 
 
Trades United seeks to hold the government accountable and ensure the laws designed to 
protect tradespeople and the widespread community are effecCvely enforced. 
 
 
Founder of campaign group Trades United Shoaib Awan, said:  
 
" On the 3rd Feburary 2025 I will bring tradespeople across the country together once again 
at Parliament square, for the new Government to see the distress these thieves and car boot 
sales have caused to their livelihoods. Tool theD numbers are rising year on year and not 
enough from the Government has been done to protect the trades. A crime reference 
number is not acceptable. We don’t want policies that don’t work we need strict 
enforcement and a crackdown operaIon with IMMEDIATE EFFECT.  
 
It's distressing how widespread tool theD has become, impacIng not only livelihoods but 
also mental well-being and family stability. The lack of effecIve intervenIon from law 
enforcement only exacerbates the problem. Businesses suffer not only from the loss of tools 
but also from the subsequent financial burdens such as increased insurance costs and 
repairs. It's essenIal for communiIes, policymakers, and law enforcement agencies to work 
together to address this epidemic and provide support for those affected”. 
 
 
Experiences of tool the8 from people taking part in the rally: 
 
Danny Madden (Madden Builders): 
“1986 my dad's van was broken into and all the tools stolen, fast forward to 2024 when my 
own van was broken into on a driveway all tools stolen and van empIed. This is clearly a 
problem that hasn’t gone away and it literally shuts down our business overnight. 
Six Imes my van has been targeted over the years, I am in constant fear of going out each 
day to earn a living that I am at risk each Ime I leave the van. Something has to be done 
about this now. This needs to stop now we need the support of the police and most 
importantly the Government.” 
 
Karm Warshawaya - Build Works:  



 
 

“I'm here because a year ago my van and all my tools were stolen in broad daylight. To say 
the impact of this was paralysing both emoIonally physically and financially is an 
understatement. Within 2 hours everything we built over 10 years was gone. I was simply 
told let your insurance deal with it.  
Tools are stolen every 17 minutes in the UK. Stolen Tool trafficking is incredibly lucraIve for 
pe\y criminals, more needs to be done to protect tradespeople.  
Car boots and cash converters are the easiest no trail places to sell stolen tools. Help us to 
end this and make sure no tradespeople go through what we did”. 
 
Shane (Helix Plumbing and HeaNng): 
“I had my tools stolen as an apprenIce and I had saved really hard to buy those tools that 
were helping me make a career for myself. In one night all of that got taken away from and I 
had to start all over again with no help and no prosecuIon for the thieves that were to 
blame. 
Things need to change. If we all woke up tomorrow and every trades persons tools were 
stolen, within a couple of days this country would come to a stop. We need change!” 
 
Joe (Second City Screed Ltd): 
“I am lucky enough not to have had tools stolen however I have friends that have and people 
I know. 
The biggest effect of this happening is people’s mental health suffering and in turn causing 
the tradies to break down and in a lot of circumstances leading to suicide. Check the 
staIsIcs of suicide in construcIon and how since tool theD has increased so has the suicide 
rate”. 
 
EZ Builds Official: 
“My van has been broken into twice now. The first Ime they got away with about £1,000.00 
of tools and the second Ime which was only a few months ago they wiped me clean of all of 
my tools totalling around £3,500.00.  
It caused me a great deal of stress and anxiety as I didn’t know how I was going to get back 
on my feet and provide for my family. 
Now it is a constant fear when going to jobs and having to pick and choose what I carry with 
me thus making a job a lot more stressful than it already is. Something has to be done now.” 
 
The Roofing Outlaw: 
“Tool theD has affected me many Imes and contributed to a lot of lost work. I have had to 
stop jobs due to the theD and not having the tools to complete the job. I cannot feed my 10 
children with a crime reference number, I have never claimed benefits in my life, I am a hard 
worker and a proud member of the English society. However my paIence is wearing thin 
with the lack of law enforcement – how many Imes do I let them steal my money?” 
 
Steve –  
“My dads van was stolen in 2024 along with thousands of pounds of tools (locked in a tool 
safe) all we got from the police was a crime reference number. I had to drive to the next 
county to see the police because our local police staIon in Harlow doesn’t deal with this type 
of crime”. 
 



 
 

 
 
RDW Electrical –  
“2023 my van was broken into at 11am outside Lords Cricket Ground, I was given a police 
reference number with no police a\endance. I was subsequently told that there was 
sufficient CCTV in the area but not enough Ime to look into it. £4,900.00 of tools were stolen 
including my suitcase with personal belongings. The insurance paid out £1,900.00 aDer 
being told that my tools would have decreased in value by 20% per year since purchase. This 
made me feel like I was robbed twice. 
Police need to take tool theD more seriously and treat it like it was a personal mugging 
because that is how it felt. 
Its Ime for the trades to come together and fight against these gangs and thugs. We need 
the Government to stand with us and not allow this to conInue. 
 
Nick Shaw –  
“I personally haven’t had my van broken into but many of my friends have. It has got to the 
point now with so many vans being broken into that I am scared to even leave it at the 
supermarket car park to do a quick shop, how has it come to this?” 
 
Gary Quinn –  
“As a self-employed trades person it is difficult enough to find work to provide for your 
families and pay the ever increasing bills,etc. Without tool thieves making life even more 
difficult. 
We are all aware that this is not going to stop overnight but we need to make a move 
forward with this and keep making progress towards ending tool theD.” 
 
Paint Warrior –  
“My van has been done a few Imes now, the first Ime cost me several clients and caused 
my insurance to rise. As you can imagine how frustraIng this is being penalised twice for 
what happens to our vans. The police didn’t show up, I only got to speak with an operator on 
the phone. I do feel like if I owned a shop the police would be there if it was broken into. We 
are treated differently.” 
 
Warren: 
“I have had my van done seven Imes now, never at home always at the jobs. Three Imes my 
van was sign wri\en and 4 Imes there were no signs on the van, but I guess the pipe tubes 
give it away. The damages to the van cost more than the stolen tools themselves and Ime 
lost with the van off of the road for repairs”. 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Ends 
Contacts for further comment 
 
Shoaib Awan – The Gas Expert Ltd - Founder of Trades United: 07841 135564  
Sam – Bald Builders: 07883 438756 
Danny Madden - Madden Builders: 07886 520601 
Peter Booth - PB Plumber: 07793 498889 
Mark J Tiff - Trade Legends: 07796 901697 
Lindsay Fowler: 07973 759351 
 
 


